2Jg                                                          LETTER TO COURT

7.   The season now is so far advanced that the voyage to Madrass, if to
[be] effected at all, must be long and painful to the troops.   I therefore think
it most adviseable to remain with them till August, by which time all matters
may be completely finished in this kingdom, and I may return to you with
a considerable body of men.

8.    Inclosed is a journal of military operations with a return of the forces
under my command.   You will observe I have been joined not only by the
Bombay detachment, but by four companys of seepoys from the Betsey and
Bally, and the King's troops from the Cumberland.

9.    As we have been a good deal unsettled of late, what with marching
and the siege, and some of my assistants have been indisposed, I must defer
sending my February rolls and accounts.   They shall be forwarded overland
with those of March.   I propose in a few days  striking off all batta and
retrenching every article of expence I possibly can.

10.   The King's Fisher sloop is on her dispatch to Europe, by which I
am about to acquaint the Secret Committee of our success, and the happy
situation of their affairs in Bengal,

I have the honor to be with great respect,

Gentlemen,
Your most obedient humble servant,

Robert Clive.
Camp near Chandernagore, 30th March 1757.

16
LETTER DATED 9 APRIL   1757
Proceedings since re-occupation of Cakutta despatched.
To the Hon*ble the Secret Committee for Affairs of the Hon*ble the United
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies.
Honorable Sirs,
The Phoenix schooner was dispatched a few days ago to the Gulph of
Persia with advices of the peace concluded with - the Nabob and of the
capture of Chandernagore by Vice Admiral Watson and Colonel Clive on
the 23rd ultimo. Duplicate of those dispatches were enclosed to the
Compan/s agents at Gumbroon, to be forwarded by a separate conveyance,
and triplicate thereof is transmitted in this packet.
By this vessel we likewise send, you a sett of our proceedings since the
re-establishment of this Presidency to which we beg leave to be referred for
the particulars of our transactions, and are with the greatest respect,
Hon*ble Sirs,   .
Your most faithful and most obedient humble servants,
Koger Drake Junr./Robert  Clive/James Kfflpatrick/Richd. Becher,
Fort William, 9th April 17S3.